of ChanSu (100 g) was dissolved in water and extracted three times with acetate at room temperature. The extracts were concentrated in vacuum to give a residue (25 g). The obtained solid was purified by silica gel column chromatography with petroleum ether-acetone as mobile phase and preparative liquid chromatography. Then the title compound 
Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and were included in the refinement in the riding-model approximation. The crystal structure was solved by direct method and refined by full-matrix least-squares refinement with SHELX program [2] . 
Comment
ChanSu is a valuable medicinal material produced from the skin secretions of Bufo gargarizans Cantor or Bufo melanostictus Schneider. Earlier studies have demonstrated bufadienolides were the main active ingredients in ChanSu [3] [4] [5] [6] . These compounds have a δ-lactone at C17 position and possess multiple biological activities such as antivirus and anticancer [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . The crystals of title compound, bufotalinin methanol monosolvate, were obtained by slow evaporation from a methanol solution. The title compound is composed of five rings, one five-numbered and four six-numbered. The torsion angles of O1-C1-C2-C3 and O2-C5-C10-C19 are 61.4(3), 165.1(2)°respectively. The dihedral angle between the planes of the lactone ring (mean deviation 0.0071 Å) and the epoxy group is 74.6(1)°. A short intramolecular interaction between the C5 hydroxy and C3 hydroxy is present [O2-H2· · · O1 = 1.90 Å, 147°]. The bond lengths and in general all geometric parameters are in the expected ranges [12, 13] .
